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Whereas increased understanding of post-
traumatic stress can help eliminate stigma
attached to the mental health issues of post-
traumatic stress;

Whereas additional efforts are needed to
find further ways to eliminate the stigma as-
sociated with post-traumatic stress, includ-
ing—

(1) an examination of how post-traumatic
stress is discussed in the United States; and

(2) a recognition that post-traumatic stress
is a common injury that is treatable;

Whereas timely and appropriate treatment
of post-traumatic stress responses can di-
minish complications and avert suicides;

Whereas post-traumatic stress—

(1) can result from any number of stressors
other than combat, including rape, sexual as-
sault, battery, torture, confinement, child
abuse, car accidents, train wrecks, plane
crashes, bombings, natural disasters, or glob-
al pandemics; and

(2) affects approximately 8,000,000 adults in
the United States annually;

Whereas traumatic events such as the
COVID-19 pandemic could—

(1) increase the number of individuals im-
pacted by post-traumatic stress; or

(2) exacerbate the responses of post-trau-
matic stress;

Whereas the diagnosis of PTSD was first
defined by the American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation in 1980 to commonly and more accu-
rately understand and treat survivors of
physical and psychological trauma, includ-
ing veterans who had endured severe trau-
matic combat stress;

Whereas the word ‘‘disorder’” can perpet-
uate the stigma associated with combat
stress, so the more general term ‘‘post-trau-
matic stress’ is often preferred; and

Whereas the designation of a National
Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness Month and
a National Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness
Day raises public awareness about issues re-
lating to post-traumatic stress, reduces the
stigma  associated with post-traumatic
stress, and helps ensure that individuals suf-
fering from the invisible wounds of war re-
ceive proper treatment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates—

(A) June 2021 as ‘‘National Post-Traumatic
Stress Awareness Month’’; and

(B) June 27, 2021, as ‘‘National Post-Trau-
matic Stress Awareness Day’’;

(2) supports the efforts of the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, the Secretary of Defense,
and the entire medical community to edu-
cate members of the Armed Forces, veterans,
the families of members of the Armed Forces
and veterans, and the public about the
causes, symptoms, and treatment of post-
traumatic stress;

(3) supports efforts by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense to foster—

(A) cultural change around the issue of
post-traumatic stress; and

(B) understanding that personal inter-
actions can save lives and advance treat-
ment;

(4) welcomes the efforts of the National
Center for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder of
the Department of Veterans Affairs and local
Vet Centers (as defined in section 1712A(h) of
title 38, United States Code) to provide as-
sistance to veterans who are suffering from
the effects of post-traumatic stress;

(5) encourages the leadership of the Armed
Forces to support appropriate treatment of
men and women of the Armed Forces who
suffer from post-traumatic stress;

(6) recognizes the impact of post-traumatic
stress on the spouses and families of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans; and

(7) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to—
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(A) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; and
(B) the Secretary of Defense.

SENATE RESOLUTION  291—CON-
GRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY
OF OKLAHOMA SOONERS SOFT-
BALL TEAM ON WINNING THE
2021 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATH-
LETIC ASSOCIATION WOMEN’S
COLLEGE WORLD SERIES

Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr.
LANKFORD) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. RES. 291

Whereas, on June 10, 2021, in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, the University of Oklahoma
Sooners softball team (referred to in this
preamble as the ‘‘Sooners’) won the 2021 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association Wom-
en’s College World Series;

Whereas, after losing the first game in the
championship series, the Sooners won 2 con-
secutive games to beat Florida State Univer-
sity;

Whereas the Sooners, over the 46-year his-
tory of the University of Oklahoma softball
program—

(1) have won 5 Women’s College World Se-
ries championships, including 3 champion-
ships in the past 5 years; and

(2) have competed in 13 Women’s College
World Series;

Whereas the 2021 national championship
for the Sooners builds on the strong tradi-
tion of success for the University of Okla-
homa athletics department, the teams of
which have delivered 39 team national cham-
pionships and 295 conference titles through-
out the rich history of the department;

Whereas the Sooners were the best team in
the United States during the 2021 season,
having never lost consecutive games all sea-
son and maintaining a perfect record in their
home stadium to finish the season with 56
wins and 4 losses;

Whereas, during the 2021 season, the Soon-
ers set records for team batting average,
team slugging percentage, on-base percent-
age, home runs, and runs scored on their way
to a fifth national championship;

Whereas Giselle “G” Juarez was named
Most Outstanding Player of the Women’s
College World Series, throwing 218 pitches
and 2 complete games to sweep the Florida
State Seminoles in the final 2 games of the
championship series;

Whereas Jocelyn Alo was named the USA
Softball Collegiate Player of the Year and
the Jim Thorpe Oklahoma Athlete of the
Year, hitting 34 home runs and maintaining
a 0.475 batting average during the 2021 sea-
son;

Whereas the Sooners players should be ap-
plauded for their outstanding contributions
to the University of Oklahoma, to the
achievement of winning a national cham-
pionship, and to the sport of softball, includ-
ing Rylie Boone, Kinsey Koeltzow, Grace
Lyons, Shannon Saile, Taylon Snow, Paige
Knight, Olivia Rains, Kinzie Hansen, Nicole
Mendes, Mackenzie Donihoo, Macy McAdoo,
Brooke Vestal, Nicole May, Jana Johns,
Grace Green, Lynnsie Elam, Tiare Jennings,
Jayda Coleman, Raylee Pogue, Zaida Puni,
Giselle Juarez, Alanna Thiede, and Jocelyn
Alo;

Whereas the Sooners coaches should be ap-
plauded for their outstanding leadership of
the University of Oklahoma softball program
and their role in guiding and mentoring
young women at the University of Okla-
homa, including Patty Gasso, Jennifer
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Rocha, JT Gasso, Erin Arevalo, Kelsey Ar-
nold, and Sydney Romero;

Whereas head coach Patty Gasso has be-
come a distinguished coach and leader in the
softball community, which is evidenced by
her—

(1) leading the Sooners to each of the 5 na-
tional championships in the history of the
University of Oklahoma softball program;
and

(2) racking up more than 1,300 wins in her
coaching career at the University of Okla-
homa;

Whereas the second game in the champion-
ship series was viewed by more than 2,600,000
people, setting a new viewership record for
the Women’s College World Series; and

Whereas the Sooners bring pride to the
State of Oklahoma and the entire softball
community: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the University of Oklahoma
Sooners softball team on winning the 2021
National Collegiate Athletic Association
Women’s College World Series;

(2) recognizes the excellence and dedica-
tion of all coaches, support staff, and players
whose contributions led to the victory in the
2021 Women’s College World Series;

(3) celebrates alongside the students and
faculty of the University of Oklahoma and
Sooner fans around the United States; and

(4) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) Joseph Harroz, Jr., President of the
University of Oklahoma;

(B) Joseph Castiglione, Director of Ath-
letics and Vice President for Intercollegiate
Athletic Programs of the University of Okla-
homa; and

(C) Patty Gasso, head coach of the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma Sooners softball team.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 290—ENCOUR-
AGING THE CENTERS FOR DIS-
EASE CONTROL AND PREVEN-
TION TO REVIEW AND UPDATE
ITS GUIDANCE RELATING TO
MASK WEARING IN CONFINED
PLACES

Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Ms. LUMMIS,
Mr. MORAN, Mr. WICKER, Ms. COLLINS,
and Mrs. BLACKBURN) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 290

Whereas individuals in the United States
have sacrificed immensely since the begin-
ning of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-
19) pandemic in March 2020, including by
avoiding travel to see friends and family;

Whereas science shows that individuals
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are pro-
tected against asymptomatic infection, and
thus very unlikely to spread the disease;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention updated its guidance relating
to mask wearing in confined places for fully
vaccinated individuals, allowing individuals
to no longer wear a mask in such instances;

Whereas extending this mask guidance to
allow fully vaccinated individuals to travel
on public transportation networks through-
out the United States, including through
commercial aviation, without the need to
wear a mask would be instrumental in help-
ing the economic recovery of the United
States by boosting travel and benefitting the
travel and tourism industries without sacri-
ficing public health; and

Whereas allowing fully vaccinated pas-
sengers to travel, including by commercial
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